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MasonrySystems.org is the brain-
child of the Masonry Executives 
Council (MEC), a coalition of 
professionals from more than 

two dozen masonry associations. The goal of the 
website is to provide a unified source of inspira-
tion and information about masonry design and 
construction. By working together, these associa-
tions are striving to make it easier for architects, 
engineers, developers, school boards, and city offi-
cials to choose to use masonry for their buildings.
The site is broken down into seven sections:
• Wall Systems
• Details
• Benefits
• Gallery
• Knowledge
• Communication
• Resources

Designed to provide a user-friendly experience to 
visitors, all content can easily be accessed from the 
site’s unique navigation menu (Figure 1).
“Our overall goal for the MSO website was to 

create a user-friendly, aesthetically pleasant, and 
informational website that is used as an indus-
try standard not only for masonry contractors, 
but also for architects, owners, masonry sup-
pliers, and other interested parties,” said Imani 
Brodie, Geotechnical & Environmental Products 
Engineer at Carolina Stalite Company. “With 
this new design, I do believe we have achieved 
all of these goals.”

Masonry Wall Systems
MasonrySystems.org allows visitors to determine 
which masonry wall system is right for their 
next building, and learn why masonry structures 
outlast and outperform every other building 
system. The site features an extensive selection 

of various masonry wall systems that comply 
with current codes.
Each wall system page provides detailed dia-

grams of the system, along with a 3D model that 
can be downloaded into Trimble’s SketchUp (see 
Figure 2, page 12, for an example of brick veneer 
and reinforced CMU). Extensive design tips and 
considerations have been provided that reference 
specific codes and standards that apply to the wall 
system, as well as free downloadable resources.
The site makes it easy for you to determine what 

building type each wall system is best suited for, 
along with the benefits of using that specific wall 
system. But that’s not all; you can find the fire 
rating, sound transmission class, energy rating, 
and LEED rating for each system.
What if you don’t know what type of wall 

system is best for your project? Not to worry! 
MasonrySystems.org has you covered there too. 
Simply go to the “Help Me Choose” feature, 
answer a handful of short questions, and the 
site will provide you with 
a recommended wall 
system and alternative 
wall systems that work 
for your project.
For example, let’s say 

you’re the structural engineer working on a museum 
with a stone exterior. Simply select your building 
type, life expectancy, and exterior, and you’ll be taken 
to a page that recommends using a cavity wall with 
a stone slab veneer and reinforced concrete masonry.

Masonry Construction Details
The latest and greatest addition to MasonrySystems.
org is the Masonry Construction Details section.
Select your state and you’ll be able to view a library 

of quality masonry construction details. It’s a quick 
and simple way to access hundreds of free masonry 

Figure 1. MasonrySystems.org.
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details that can be download into your CAD 
program. From wall sections and control joints 
to window jambs and flashing, the site has 
everything and anything you’re looking for.

Benefits of Masonry
Using a masonry system for your next project 
will help you deliver a completed, structur-
ally sound building in the shortest period of 
time. Masonry buildings go up fast and last.
There are a number of significant benefits 

of masonry, including its performance under 
fire conditions as well as life safety, cost-
benefits analysis, and mold. And, the energy 
saving characteristic of a masonry system 
wall is second to none.
MasonrySystems.org highlights all of these 

benefits, and provides dozens of resources 
including videos, articles and publications that 
can be downloaded or purchased and used 
to help get the most out of your next project.
And you won’t want to miss out on the 

masonry facts. Each time you visit the site, a 

new fact about masonry will appear to educate 
visitors on the many benefits and aspects of 
masonry. For example, did you know one 
8-inch CMU can support 205 sumo wres-
tlers weighing 500 pounds each? You never 
know what you might learn when you visit 
MasonrySystems.org!

Get Inspired
Discover the beauty and versatility of brick, 
block and stone by browsing hundreds of 
masonry buildings across the country in the 
Project Gallery (Figure 3).
Projects can be viewed by category: College 

and University, Commercial Education: 9-12, 
Education: K-8, Government, Industrial, 
Institutional, Landscape/Hardscape, 

Rehabilitation/Restoration, Residential: Multi-
Family and Single Family.
Along with photos showcasing the masonry 

aspects of the structure, each project features a 
vast amount of information, including details 
about the architect, structural engineer, mason 
contractor and suppliers who worked on the 
project; an in-depth description of the project 
highlighting why masonry was selected and 
the benefits gained from using masonry; and, 
a direct link to information and details about 
the wall system used on the project.
There is even a section that allows visi-

tors to submit their own masonry project 
to be added to the gallery and featured on 
the site.
Nearly three hundred projects can be viewed 

in the constantly expanding gallery.

Figure 2. Brick veneer and reinforced CMU.
Figure 3. United States Federal Building, Tuscaloosa, AL. Courtesy of 
Stanley Capps.

Figure 4. Masonry Directory.A
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FLOOR VIBRATIONS
FLOORVIBE v2.10
• Software to Analyze Floors for Annoying Vibrations
• New release
• Demo version at www.FloorVibe.com 
• Calculations follow AISC Design Guide 11 Procedures
• Analyze for Walking and Rhythmic Activities     
• Check floors supporting sensitive equipment
• Graphic displays of output
• Data bases included

CONSULTING SERVICES
•  Expert consulting available for new construction 

and problem floors.

Structural Engineers, Inc.
Radford, VA 540-731-3330   tmmurray@floorvibe.com
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Knowledge Base
Do you need engineering information about 
masonry and need it fast? The Knowledge 
Base is where you’ll want to navigate.
The knowledge base is the heart and soul 

of MasonrySystems.org, acting as a clearing-
house of everything masonry. There are apps 
to use in your browser, free presentations 
to download, and videos to watch. You’ll 
be able to view hundreds of resources and 
barely scratch the surface of all the content 
that is available.
If you’re unfamiliar with masonry, there’s 

even a glossary featuring common masonry 
terms with definitions, photos, and detailed 
information to help get you up to speed.

Communication Center
Have a question about masonry? Post it in 
the Communication Center. These interac-
tive, online forums allow visitors to share 
problems and solutions, and bounce ideas 
off one another.
Visitors can discuss structural design and per-

formance of masonry wall systems, masonry 
construction issues, tools and equipment, 
and logistics. There is a forum for everyone, 
and a great community of masonry experts 
ready and willing to share their knowledge.

Masonry Resource Directory
The robust Masonry Directory (Figure 4) allows 
visitors to search nearly five thousand profiles of 
mason contractors, general contractors, archi-
tects, structural engineers, masonry suppliers, 
masonry associations and masonry instructors.
Each project includes company contact 

information, areas of work each company 
specializes in, and photos of projects the com-
pany has worked on.

The Only Masonry  
Resource You Need

Whether you have just a few minutes to find 
specific information or several hours to browse 
the hundreds of projects and details housed on 
the site, MasonrySystems.org will be an excellent 
resource for every practicing structural engineer.
“I encourage and all but demand that you go 

check out the site for yourself,” said Brodie. “My 
hope is that you are both pleasantly surprised 
and inspired to return to the site in the future.”
We hope that you will visit and read the 

entire MasonrySystems.org website and hope-
fully make the decision to “go masonry” on 
your next project.▪
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V-Wrap™
Carbon Fiber System 

VSL 
External Post-Tensioning Systems

Tstrata™
Enlargement Systems

DUCON® 
Micro-Reinforced Concrete Systems

State-of-the-Art Products
STRUCTURAL TECHNOLOGIES provides a wide range of custom 
designed systems which restore and enhance the load-carrying 
capacity of reinforced concrete and other structure types, including 
masonry, timber and steel. Our products can be used stand-alone or 
in combination to solve complex structural challenges.

www.structuraltechnologies.com
+1-410-859-6539

Engineered Solutions
Our team integrates with engineers and owners to produce 
high value, low impact solutions for repair and retro� t of existing 
structures. We provide comprehensive technical support services 
including feasibility, preliminary product design, speci� cation 
support, and construction budgets. Contact us today for assistance 
with your project needs.

DUCON® trade names and patents are owned by DUCON GmbH and are distributed exclusively in North America 
by STRUCTURAL TECHNOLOGIES for strengthening and force protection applications.

VSL is the registered trademark of VSL International Ltd.

To learn more about Structural Group companies visit www.structuralgroup.com
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