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Structural Moments
By Ron Hamburger, NCSEA President

NCSEA 2005 Business Meeting to
Feature Strategic Plan Preparation

NCSEA is about to embark on a strategic planning process.  
The purpose of this strategic plan is to guide the organization’s 
activities over the next  three to fi ve years. Once in place, 
the strategic plan will assist the Board in determining which 
activities should be included in NCSEA’s annual budgets, and 
where and how the organization should concentrate its limited 
volunteer and fi nancial resources.

This strategic planning process will be initiated with a series 
of brainstorming sessions at the October 2005 annual busi-
ness meeting in Kansas City. This will be your opportunity, 

personally or through your Delegate, to have a say in where
you think NCSEA should concentrate its efforts in the next 
fi ve years. Should NCSEA continue to pursue adoption of 
structural practice act licensing in the 55 U.S. jurisdictions?  
Should we expand our continuing education programs?  Should 
we develop an aggressive public relations campaign to elevate 
the public’s view of structural engineers?  Should we develop a 
legislative action program to affect tort reform in the U.S.?

Please consider the opportunities within your member 
organizations and bring your ideas to Kansas City.▪

New Code Advisory Committee Chair
David Bonneville, SE, a Senior Principal of Degenkolb 

Engineers, San Francisco, California, was appointed by the 
Board of Directors to chair the NCSEA Code Advisory 
Committee.  In this role, David will act as NCSEA’s delegate 
to the International Code Council’s Industry Advisory 
Committee. This is a critical role, in that it is the vehicle 
by which NCSEA expresses opinions on the processes and 
procedures used by the ICC in revising and adopting code 
provisions.  It is through the actions of past NCSEA delegates 
that ICC adopted rules that provided for practicing structural 
engineers to sit on the ICC committees, providing us direct 
access to the code-making process.

In addition to the important position on ICC’s Industry 
Advisory Committee, the Code Advisory Committee Chair

will be responsible for coordinating with the standards devel-
opment organizations to provide NCSEA access to their pro-
cesses, and also for coordinating NCSEA’s four Code Advi-
sory subcommittees: Existing Buildings, General Engineering,
Seismic, and Quality Assurance.  Over the past six years, these 
four subcommittees have been instrumental in assuring that 
ICC and NFPA adopted provisions in the building codes that 
structural engineers deemed acceptable and appropriate.

Past chairs of the NCSEA Code Advisory Committee 
include Rawn Nelson and Jim Delahay, both of whom were 
instrumental in making the committee’s work one of our 
organization’s most signifi cant accomplishments.  We look 
forward to the continued success of this committee under 
David’s leadership.▪

NCSEA Provides Input to NIST on WTC Report
In the spring of 2002, Congress charged the National 

Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) with (i) 
the responsibility of conducting a detailed investigation of 
the collapse of the twin towers of New York’s World Trade
Center, and the adjacent WTC-7 building, following the 
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, and (ii) recom-
mending needed improvements to design and construction 
practice. Over the next three years, NIST conducted 
extensive investigations into many aspects of this disaster, 
including interviews of witnesses, collection and analysis of 
photo and video evidence, laboratory testing of samples of 
the collapsed buildings, fi re testing of components similar 
to those comprising the buildings, and detailed analytical 
simulations of the aircraft impacts and resulting fi res, and 
the response of the structures to these loadings.

In June of 2005, NIST published a draft version of its 
recommendations on its website. The recommendations were 
broad sweeping in their content and ranged from structural 
design, fi re protection engineering, emergency egress re-
quirements, and emergency response procedures to education 
of design professionals. NCSEA, in cooperation with the 

American Institute of Architects, conducted a review of the 30 
individual NIST recommendations and provided comment to 
NIST on August 4th, as requested by the agency.

NCSEA’s response to the NIST recommendations was 
developed by the General Engineering Subcommittee of 
the Code Advisory Committee, under the chairmanship 
of Subcommittee chair and NCSEA Board member, Ed 
Huston. In addition to members of the subcommittee, 
several other engineers and building offi cials were invited to 
participate, resulting in a total of 15 persons who assisted in 
developing the NCSEA response. Initially, the committee 
developed a comment and response to each of the 30 NIST 
recommendations. At the request of the NCSEA Board, 
however, the NCSEA offi cial response was limited to items 
in which structural engineers have particular knowledge and 
expertise.  NCSEA’s comment on other issues was coordinated 
with AIA, but not directly expressed. The text of the NIST 
recommendations to which NCSEA responded, together with 
NCSEA’s response, can be found at www.NCSEA.com. A full 
version of the NIST recommendations can be obtained from 
the NIST web site at www.NIST.gov/WTC.▪
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Staying in comfort and elegance

Kansas City at the Plaza

401 Ward Parkway
Kansas City, Missouri 64112

Reservations: Call Fairmont Reservations at 1-800-441-1414 or the
Fairmont Kansas City directly at (816) 756-1500. Reservations can
also be made online at http://www.fairmont.com/kansascity/ using
Promotional Code GRNCS1 .

Single or Double Room Rate: $129
Mention NCSEA to receive this special room rate. This room rate is

guaranteed only through October 2, 2005.

Discounted airfares are available for travel to and from Kansas City on
United, United Express or Ted between October 22 and November 2,
2005. Receive 5% off the lowest applicable discount fare, or 10% off
the unrestricted coach fare.

To
receive these special fares, you or your travel agent must call the United
Airlines Meeting Reservations Center at 800-521-4041 and refer to
Meeting ID 530CG.

An additional 5% discount will apply when
tickets are purchased at least 30 days in advance of your travel date.

Featured Presentations
Keynote Address: Digital Definition and the Production of
Highly Shaped Metal Surfaces

Superweapons of the Ancient World: The City Destroyer

Linda Hall Library: A Unique Resource for Engineers Worldwide

High Performance Fibers for Concrete Reinforcement

Design Standards for Cold-Formed Steel Framing

Sprint Center: Applying Global Experience to a Local Project

Blast and Progressive Collapse Design of Military Facilities

L. William Zahner - President, A. Zahner Co. and Steven M.
Huey, PE - Principal, Wallace Engineering

Jennifer Prichard, EI - Structural Engineer, The Benham
Companies

Michelle Lahey - Collection Development Librarian, Linda
Hall Library

Lawrence E. Kaiser, PE - Technical Sales Specialist, W. R.
Grace & Company

Roger A. LaBoube, PhD, PE - Director, University of Missouri-
Rolla Center for Cold-Formed Steel Structures

David W. Landis, PE - Principal, Walter P. Moore and
Associates, Inc.

Jon A. Schmidt, PE - Senior Structural and Security Engineer,
Burns & McDonnell

Member Organization

REGISTRATION FORM

If paying by check, mail check payable to NCSEA, with this completed Registration Form, to:
NCSEA · 645 North Michigan Avenue · Chicago, Illinois 60611.

If paying by credit card, fax this completed orm to NCSEA at 312-649-5840.
Suite 540 ·

Registration F

Name Companion

Firm

Address Fax ( )

Email

Delegate from

- $495 per person
Registration fee includes Thursday evening Welcoming Reception, Professional Program, Trade
Exhibits, breakfast, lunch and refreshment breaks on Friday and Saturday, Friday evening dinner
in The Club at Plaza III and Saturday evening dinner at the Closing Awards Banquet.

- $225 per person
Companion fee includes Thursday evening Welcoming Reception, Friday continental breakfast,
Friday evening dinner in Saturday continental breakfast, and Saturday
evening dinner at the Closing Awards Banquet.

Credit Card Number: Expiration Date:

Signature: Visa MasterCard American Express

Disability Requirements?

Phone ( )

The Club at Plaza III,

Member Registration

Companion Registration

Total Amount Enclosed

National Council of Structural Engineers Associations
Thirteenth Annual Conference • Kansas City, Missouri • October 27 - 29,

Engineering the world from the heart of America

Preliminary Program HighlightsS
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Photos courtesy of Convention and Visitors Bureau of Greater Kansas City
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