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Local Structural Technical Groups Affi liate with SEI
The Pittsburgh, Maryland 

and St. Louis Sections recently 
adopted new names to affi liate with the 
Structural Engineering Institute.  The 
offi cial names are the “Structural En-
gineering Institute Chapter, Pittsburgh 
Section of ASCE”, the “Structural En-
gineering Institute Chapter, Maryland 
Section of ASCE” and the “Structural 
Engineering Institute Chapter, St. Louis 
Section of ASCE.”  The efforts were led 
by Brian J. Leshko, PE, for the Pittsburgh 
Section, Jim J. Zhao, PE, of the Maryland 
Section and Marc Bacchetti, PE, SE, 
with the St. Louis Section.

The Local Activities Division (LAD) 
of the Structural Engineering Institute 
(SEI) of the American Society of Civil 
Engineers (ASCE) is requesting that local 
structural technical groups follow the 
lead of ASCE in associating groups with 
SEI. In addition, sections and branches 
without structural technical groups are 
asked to form local chapters of SEI.

The benefi ts of the association include 
national name recognition and improv-
ed coordination between chapters. By 
bringing together local chapters, more 
opportunities will be available to share 
ideas and learn how issues facing the 
structural engineering profession are dealt 
with in other parts of the country.

Brian Leshko, Past-Chair of SEI’s
LAD Executive Committee, worked
with the support of the Pittsburgh Section 
to develop templates for transforming or 
forming SEI local chapters. To obtain 
these templates or for further inform-
ation, please contact Mary Ellen Saville, 
Administrator, Structural Engineering 

Institute of ASCE at mesaville@asce.org 
or by phone: (703) 295-6195.

On November 12, 2004, a Meeting 
of SEI Local Chapter/Local Structure 
Technical Group Chairs was held at
the Omni Royal Orleans in New
Orleans, LA.  Thirty attendees part-
icipated in the interaction among 
structural engineering leaders. The most 
benefi cial discussions resulted from 
the presentations that each chapter or 
group representative made summarizing 
their activities, successes, membership, 
attendance and partnering activities.

Many of the attendees stayed an 
additional day to participate in the 

“Separate Structural Engineering 
Licensing Strategy Workshop”, which 
was held on November 13, 2004 at
the same venue.  The goal of the work-
shop was to continue SEI’s resolution to 
“support separate licensing of structural 
engineers and to support and encourage 
activities to achieve this goal in each 
state and other jurisdictions.” The local 
Chairs were able to give their input
from the grassroots perspective. The 
Licensure Workshop had presentations, 
and discussions of individual state 
cases, then breakouts to glean further 
information. A fi nal report will be 
available in the near future.▪

International Congress
Construction Rehabilitation and Sustainable 

Development Conference

Algiers, May 3 & 4, 2005
For further information go to

http://www.entp.edu.dz/congress.htm
SEI is a non-fi nancial co-sponsor of this event.

3rd International Conference
on Forensic Engineering

Diagnosing Failures and Solving Problems 

Nov. 10-11, 2005
Institution of Civil Engineers

One Great George Street
Westminster, London, UK

For further information go to www.forensicengineering2005.com

A representation of some of the 47 attendees in New Orleans
L to R: Ali Khan (Philadelphia Section), Hamid Adib (SEI BOG-LAD
Rep., New York City), Mary Ellen Saville (SEI Administrator, Reston, VA), Susan Jorgensen 
(Omaha Section), Taka Kimura (Denver Section)
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Electrical Transmission Conference
Call for Papers

A Specialty Conference on the Analysis, Design Construction, and Maintenance 
of Electrical Transmission Line and Substation Structures Birmingham, Alabama

October 15-19, 2006
Abstracts are being accepted on our website

http://www.asce.org/conferences/sei06/index.cfm
Due date: May 15, 2005

Seventh International Symposium
on Utilization of
High-Strength/

High Performance Concrete

June 20-24, 2005
Washington D.C., USA

The symposium will bring together engineers and 
material scientists from around the world to discuss topics 

ranging from the latest applications to the most recent 
research on high-strength and high performance concrete. 

www.concrete.org/events/conferences/
7th International Symposium

TRB/FHWA 6th International Bridge
Engineering Conference  (IBEC)

 Reliability, Security, and 
Sustainability

in Bridge Engineering

 July 17-20
at the Westin Copley Place

in Boston

Mark your calendars! The TRB/FHWA 6th International 
Bridge Engineering Conference (IBEC) is held every fi ve 

years at locations across the country . For Additional 
information, including preliminary agenda and outline 

registration visit the conference website at: 
www.trb.org/conferences/IBEC 
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