
ACEC Amendment 
Promotes A/E Tax Relief 

An ACEC-backed amendment to extend a special tax rate 
reduction to the  A/E industry has been introduced in the Senate. 
The Hutchison-Landrieu-Smith amendment to the Jumpstart 
Our Business Strength (JOBS) 
Act (S. 1637) provides that 
A/E services performed in the 
U.S. for domestic projects are 
eligible for a benefi t equivalent 
to a three percent tax rate 
reduction. 

The JOBS Act repeals the Extraterritorial Income 
Tax Exclusion (ETI) in response to a 2002 World Trade 
Organization decision fi nding ETI in violation of international 
trade rules. ETI currently benefi ts exporters of certain goods 
and services, including A/E services. 

As Congress works towards a tax benefi t to replace ETI, 
the focus is on job growth in domestic manufacturing, but 
ACEC and industry allies are working to ensure that A/E 
fi rms benefi t as well. ACEC citizen lobbyists followed up the 
introduction of the Hutchison-Landrieu-Smith amendment 
with a letter campaign urging their Senators to support the 
bipartisan measure.C
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As of the CASE events at the 
ACEC convention in Colorado 
Springs, Leonard C. (Lance) 
Atkins becomes chairman of 

CASE for 2004-05. He is the owner of 
Atkins Engineers located in Coral Gables, 
Florida. His fi rm provides structural 
engineering and threshold inspections 
services. They also provide due diligence 
inspections for property acquisitions and 
litigation support services. He is a graduate 
of Marshall University and registered 
in six states. He has also served double 
duty as chairman of CASE’s contracts 
committee, which has just completed a 
major updating of CASE contracts. 

Supporting Mr. Atkins will be:
James E. Trant as Chairman-

Elect. He is Vice President and senior 
structural engineer for the Boston offi ce 
of Carter & Burgess. He has a Masters 
and Bachelors in civil engineering from 
Northeastern University. He is licensed 
in 24 states and serves on the structural 
exam committee for NCEES. 

Edward W. Pence, Jr. as Vice 
Chairman. He is Senior Vice President 
for Stroud Pence & Associates in Virginia 

Atkins Takes Helm of CASE Executive Committee
Beach, Virginia. He has an engineering 
degree from the Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and a Masters from Old 
Dominion University. He is registered 
in 15 states, and is also chairman of the 
CASE programs committee.

Chris D. Poland as Secretary. He is 
CEO of Degenkolb Engineers in San 
Francisco. Mr. Poland is past president 
of the Earthquake Engineering 
Research Institute, and chairs the 
ASCE Seismic Rehabilitation 
Standards Committee. He has 
a Bachelors degree from the 
University of Redlands and a 
Masters from Stanford. 

Bob Barnett as Treasurer. 
He is the owner of Barnett 
Associates in Pell City and 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. He is a 
charter member of CASE having 
served on several committees, 
and has been president of ACEC 
of Alabama. He also serves on 
the Board of Trustees for the 
Alabama Hospital Association. 
He is a graduate of the University 
of Alabama.

James C. Parker as Director. He is 
a principal with the fi rm of Simpson 
Gumpertz and Heger in Boston, 
Massachusetts. He has performed seismic 
assessments worldwide including Izmit, 
Turkey and Kobe, Japan. He has an 
engineering degree from the University 
of Cincinnati and a Masters degree from 
Cornell University. 

Leonard C. (Lance) Atkins

Because the ACEC logo is nationally associated with excellence, 
integrity and quality, members use it on their business literature. 
“I proudly use the ACEC logo on my material because of what 
it conveys to my clients—professionalism, education, and high 
ethics,” said Mark Hamouz, LONCO, Inc., Colorado. 

“The ACEC logo is our seal of quality, reassuring our clients 
and partners that they’re working with the best,” said David Oates, 
Oates Associates, Inc., Illinois. The seal may be used on websites, 
letterhead, business cards and other communication vehicles. 

To obtain the Seal for use, and for a PDF of the Member 
Seal brochure,  “Your Competitive Edge,” follow these 
directions: 
1. Go to www.acec.org and log in under the member portal. 
2. Select the box that says “Member Seal” 
3. Review the rules on use 
4. Download the version you wish to use. 

Boost Your Competitive 
Edge with Member Seal

For more information contact 
Patrick Brookover at

202-347-7474 or 
pbrookover@acec.org.



Christopher Marx
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Christopher Marx, Former Chairman of CASE
In Appreciation

There are few people you meet in your 
life that really know what is the right 
thing to do. As far as his involvement 
with CASE and structural engineers, 
Chris Marx was one of those people. 
He was the chairman of CASE 1993-94 
and, before that, chairman of CASE’s 
contracts committee. He was also a vice 
president of ACEC 1983-85. He was 
a charter member and involved in the 
founding of CASE and NCSEA.  

Chris won the CASE 1999 Past 
Chairmen’s Award for outstanding 
contributions to the profession. He was 
responsible for producing the initial 
versions of many of the CASE contracts, 
and through his task mastering pulled 
together the volunteer efforts of his 
committee and made the contracts into 

Purchase two of ACEC’s newest books, 2004 Human Resources 
Guidelines  and the 2004 Financial Management Guidelines, 
and receive Creating Brochures That Work for FREE!

ACEC, The Voice of America’s Engineering Industry, has 
released their two latest “Guidelines to Practice” publications. 
The publications are available in an easy-to-use CD ROM 
format, and are an excellent value and resource for your fi rm. 
By encouraging you and others in your organization to identify 
and address critical business issues important to customer 
satisfaction and retention, effective and effi cient operations 
and a healthy bottom line, the “Guidelines to Practice” series is 
one of ACEC’s most popular resources.  The guidelines provide 
detailed information on specifi c techniques a fi rm might want 
to apply to its management practices. Other “Guidelines 
To Practice” include: Quality Management, Design-Build 
Technique, Marketing and Proposal Development.

Creating Brochures That  Work provides useful information 
creating effective marketing pieces. The book helps those who 
recognize the value of brochures for marketing their professional 
services, but who are overwhelmed by the process of developing 
them. Broken down into easy-to-follow steps, this guide serves 
as both a handy reference and a detailed project manage-
ment plan. Regularly $39, this book ships for FREE when 
you purchase the 2004 Financial Management and Human 
Resources Guidelines.

Purchase them both for the special price of $98 by visiting 
www.acec.org/publications and clicking to view the “General 
Management” category. Or call 202-347-7474 for more 
information.

ACEC’s Latest Publications…
Buy two, get one free!

“The profession has lost an advocate and a friend.” 

a coherent set of documents 
that are widely used all over the 
country. He was the consummate 
follow-up person, and you knew 
that if he gave you a task you 
could depend on Chris checking 
with you until it was done. 

Chris and his wife Addie were 
seen at many ACEC/CASE 
conventions and if you were a 
friend of his, you knew that if 
you needed help, if he could he 
would. There were fewer people 
more loyal and dedicated to the 
engineering profession than 
Chris Marx. 


