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 NCSEA Provides Input to 
ICC on Long Range Plans

Ronald O. Hamburger, SE, Vice President, NCSEA

The International Code Council (ICC) is undertaking a long 
range planning exercise, called Blueprint for the Future.   As part 
of this process ICC is soliciting direct input, in the form of a 
survey as to how ICC can improve its service to the industry in 
the future.  As part of this process, NCSEA’s delegate to ICC’s 
Industry Advisory Committee was asked to participate in a 
meeting that will focus on this issue.  The NCSEA delegate, 
in turn, asked the Board to provide input.  Below are several 
of the questions asked by ICC and the suggested responses I 
developed for consideration by the NCSEA Board and our 
delegate to the Code Advisory Committee.

1. In your estimation, what is the International Code 
Council doing currently, that the organization should 
continue doing in the future?

The most important benefi t to the industry from the formation 
of ICC was that it provided the practicing professional an active 
voice in the code development process and the replacement of 
the former 3 codes with a single nationally applicable document. 
The ICC should continue to develop and publish an integrated 
set of model building codes that provide a basis for uniform 
building regulation around the United States of America.  In 
addition to publication of the model building codes, ICC 
should continue to develop and support a national product 
evaluation service to qualify the conformance and appropriate 
use of proprietary products and materials so that design 
professionals can accept these items as meeting the intent of 
the code requirements.

2. In your estimation, what is the International Code 
Council not doing currently, that the organization should 
do in the future?

Much of the benefi t that the industry obtained through 
the formation of ICC and the publication of a single set of 
coordinated building codes was lost when NFPA elected to 
publish a competing set of codes.  While the actions of NFPA 
are clearly beyond the control of ICC, the greatest service that 
ICC could provide the building construction industry would be 
to fi nd some way to cooperate with NFPA in the publication of 
model codes and together with NFPA, truly provide the United 
States with a single set of coordinated model codes.

Even if ICC is successful in developing a cooperative 
relationship with NFPA and brings a single coordinated set of 
codes to the United States, the fact is that building design practice 
is becoming increasingly global in scope.  ICC should seek ways 
to work with the international community to try to standardize 
the building design practices in a more global manner.

No matter how elegant our building 
codes are, and how coordinated, the safety 
of our building construction will only be as 
good as the competence of the people who implement and 
enforce the codes on actual construction projects. ICC should 
undertake and proliferate professional training and certifi cation 
programs for building regulators to improve their competence 
and professionalism.

3. What is the International Code Council doing, that 
perhaps if done differently, would be more benefi cial to your 
organization?

Currently ICC publishes a revised set of building codes every 
three years.  This is too often.  It places a burden on the design 
professional, who must learn the requirements of a new, rapidly 
changing code every three years. It places a burden on industry 
who must support the code development process in an almost 
constant cycle of change.  It places a burden on the building 
offi cial, who must work with his community to adopt a new code 
too frequently.  It would be very benefi cial to all parties if the 
ICC would lengthen the code cycle from 3 years to 5 or perhaps
6 years.   This would both reduce costs and improve the 
competence of practice.

4. What goals could the International Code Council set 
for the next three years that would work to strengthen the 
relationship between our organizations?

The ICC has done an outstanding job of working with 
the various professional associations, including NCSEA, in 
seeking the input of the practicing design professional in 
the development of the building codes.  The ICC has also 
effectively partnered with the professional associations in the 
development and publication of educational and training 
materials related to the implementation of the codes.  ICC 
should continue to actively seek the input of the practicing 
professionals in the development of building codes and should 
continue to partner with NCSEA and other organizations in 
the development and publication of educational materials 
that facilitate competent use of the codes and in training the 
practicing professional to use the codes properly.

If you would like to provide ICC with your own 
opinion, you can respond to the survey on-line.  Visit  
http://www.iccsafe.org/blueprint/survey-form.html 

to participate. 



 STRUCTURE magazine • June 2004 45

N
C
S
EA

 N
e
w

s
N

atio
n

al C
o

u
n

cil o
f Stru

ctu
ral En

g
in

eers A
sso

ciatio
n

s

LAST CALL! NCSEA 2004 Excellence in Structural Engineering 
Entries due July 9     •     www.ncsea.com


